
Decision of the Judicial Board Regarding Appeal 2019-005  
 

 Relevant rules of the Election and Referendum Manual of the University of Manitoba 
Students’ Union: 

o Section I: 1D defines campaigning as “Any act that has the intention of soliciting 
support or opposition for a particular Candidate, slate, or Side”.   

o XXIII.2 states that “Electronic campaigning may begin at 09:00 on the Monday of 
Week 4 and will cease at the close of voting”.   

o Appendix 6 of the Supplementary Rules states that a second offence will result in 
10 demerits, and a third offence will result in 15 demerits.  

o Section XVII.9 states that “The Judicial Board may uphold, modify, or overturn 
any ruling made or penalty assigned by the CRO”.  

o Under Section XII.4 states that “Where candidates are part of a slate, any 
disciplinary action, including disqualification, taken by the CRO against any 
candidate shall not affect other members of the slate unless they are named in 
the complaint and the CRO determines they are also at fault. Each infraction by a 
member of a slate shall be considered a violation by that individual candidate”.  

 Deactivation based on rule XXIII.2: 
o The Judicial Board has ruled that the ERM XXIII.2 was broken by New UMSU, 

given that maintaining Future UMSU’s Instagram followers gives them an unfair 
advantage in their campaign. 

o The Judicial Board has concluded that if New UMSU thought that using Future 
UMSU’s Instagram was a disadvantage, they would not have done it to begin 
with. 

o The Judicial Board takes the view that we should not reward candidates or slates 
for breaking the rules. New UMSU broke the rules regarding campaigning 
electronically prior to the prescribed period and therefore, they should not be 
allowed to retain Future UMSU’s account.  

o The Judicial Board has drawn a distinction between reserving an Instagram 
handle prior to a campaign, and the situation in the case at hand. Campaigning is 
defined as soliciting support or opposition for a particular Candidate, Slate, or 
Side. Simply reserving a handle does not solicit support or opposition, and is 
therefore not the act of campaigning.  

o Whether or not Instagram’s algorithm provides a disadvantage to New UMSU is 
irrelevant, as the rules were already broken.   

o In regard to the Appellant’s argument that deactivating the account would put 
them at a significant disadvantage, the Judicial Board takes the view that: 

 The Appellant still has seven days to continue with online campaigning. 
 New UMSU is still permitted to create a new account from scratch 

starting with zero followers.  
 Even if such a decision has put them at a significant disadvantage, as 

explained above, the Judicial Board does not believe that we should allow 
them to retain their advantage that they had from breaking the election 
rules.   



 Issue regarding whether the demerits for the rest of New UMSU’s slate should be 
reduced 

o The Judicial Board finds it unlikely that the rest of the Slate was not aware of Mr. 
Letwin’s actions, given that in a Slate, candidates tend to work very closely.  

o Social media is a critical part of campaigning, and can have a significant effect on 
an election.  

o The Judicial Board takes the view that whether or not the other candidates were 
aware of Mr. Letwin’s actions, they still benefitted from the extra followers. 

o Under Section XII.4 states that “Where candidates are part of a slate, any 
disciplinary action, including disqualification, taken by the CRO against any 
candidate shall not affect other members of the slate unless they are named in 
the complaint and the CRO determines they are also at fault”. For the reasons 
listed above, the Judicial Board takes the view that the other members of the 
Slate are at fault and should receive demerits that match what is in the 
Supplementary Rules as a result. 

Conclusion 

 In conclusion, the Judicial Board rules that the decision of the CRO will be upheld. As per 
Section XVII.6: “Any penalties assigned or modified by the Judicial Board as a result of 
their ruling shall take effect immediately unless stated in the Judicial Board’s ruling”. 

 As a result, the Judicial Board’s decision takes effect immediately.  
 


