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University	of	Manitoba	Students’	Union 

Ruling # 2019-005 
Date and Time 
Ruling Posted 

February 28, 2019 – 2 PM CTL  

Deadline to 
Appeal 

March 2 2019 – 2 PM CTL 

Concerning 
Complaint # 

2019-005 

Summary of 
Allegation 

Complainant alleges collusion and pre-campaigning via existing campaign 
infrastructure transferring between 2018 slate “Future UMSU,” and 2019 
slate “New UMSU” 

Summary of the 
parties to the 
complainant 

New UMSU  

Does the CRO 
have jurisdiction? 

Yes 

Applicable 
election rules: 

ERM XXIV.2 (b) 
ERM XXIII.2 

Finding of the 
Facts: 

After due process and comprehension of both narratives, the office of 
the CRO has determined the following facts: 

• New UMSU utilized Future UMSU’s past Instagram account. 
• This is in our view is an undisputable fact. 
• Testimony was provided that at “approximately 11:15PM on February 

25th the complainant was made aware that the instagram account 
‘wearenewumsu’ was following 2,049 people on instagram,” provided 
with evidence as proof for claim.  

• Claim was found to valid.  
• After thorough review the complainant is correct in stating tht 

Instagram policy, minimized potential mass following by limiting 
following to 160 accounts per hour.  

• As the campaign period began at 9AM on Feb 25th, only 14 hours 
before the first example of evidence was taken, it is mathematically 
impossible to follow the allotted maximum of individuals and have the 
amount of followers New UMSU did as provided by evidence.  

• Several Screen recordings provided by the complainant shows that 
there was no indication of New UMSU following the account. This 
would stipulate that an account has been renamed. 

• This would stipulate that any private accounts that were followed by 
Future UMSU did not  have the ability to consent to be followed by 
New UMSU.  

• There are also various photos that have “likes” from March 2018 by 
“Wearenewumsu.” This though, done through a conversion of an 
account can be considered pre-campaigning, and an unfair advantage. 
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Ruling on the 
alleged breach: 

	 Regarding: XXIV 2 (b) - publicly endorse another slate or campaign.  
• While	there	is	a	causal	relation	between	the	Future	UMSU	and	New	

UMSU,	the	evidence	does	not	solicit	a	direction	endorsement	of	
Future	UMSU	directly	to	New	UMSU.	

• We	also	cannot	determine	full	grounds	for	assuming	there	is	active	
assistance	from	Future	UMSU	in	this	election.		

• In	this	regard,	no	penalty	will	be	assigned	for	“collusion”	or	
endorsement	of	another	slate	or	campaign.	

Regarding:	 ERM XXIII.2 -  Electronic campaigning may begin at 09:00 on the 
Monday of Week 4 and will cease at the close of voting.  

• The evidence given and counter narrative do indicate that the account 
was used gather support for a prior campaign within the UMSU Election 
in 2018. 

• This would suggest established campaign infrastructure was used prior 
to the allowable date, and thus gives an unfair advantage to New 
UMSU, as they had a sizeable amount of followers and people they 
followed. 

• The major concern is the followers the account had prior, regardless of 
how many, pages must start garnering support at the same time as all 
other campaigns.  

• This rule was clearly broken, and in our belief should be remedied by 
the following: 

• The supplementary suggests 15 demerits for a third offence, in this case 
Jake will be assigned 15 demerits. 

• The remaining members of the slate will be assigned 10 demerits. 
• The Office of the CRO also requests that the Instagram account be 

deleted, and restarted in the name of fairness since it has been active 
for over a year.  

	
Penalty assigned: • Jake Letwin – 15 demerits 

• Sydney Pankratz – 10 demerits 
• Jaden McGill – 10 demerits 
• Fardad Hakem – 10 demerits  
• Sarah Hill – 10 demerits 

 
The office of the CRO must receive proof by 00:00 hours (midnight) on 
Friday, March 1st.  For clarity, this means the account must be deleted by 
midnight the same day this ruling is released. The office of the CRO must 
receive proof of deletion, and the restart of the account. 
Wearenewumsu is allowed to use the same name, but the account must 
be deleted.  


