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Executive Summary 
 
 Over the past 4 months, I have continued to work hard for the union in moving forward our advocacy 
measures and bringing exciting events to campus. In terms of advocacy, President Jakob Sanderson and I 
attended the Undergraduates of Canadian Research Intensive Universities lobby week in Ottawa and 
collectively with the organization lobbied over 50 MP’s, which included representatives from the Liberals, 
Conservatives and NDP party. We met with cabinet ministers and MP’s and pushed for important priorities for 
students. In terms of provincial advocacy, I along with President Jakob Sanderson and Vice President Advocacy 
Sarah Bonner-Proulx met with Finance Minister Scott Fielding and we were successful in securing the 
continuation of interest free loans for Manitoba students. We also pushed for a rise in the university operating 
grant in an effort to increase the quality of education received at the University of Manitoba. In terms of 
municipal lobbying, we are currently arranging meetings with city councillors to discuss the importance of a 
summer U-Pass program. As of April 1 we have already arranged meetings with almost 1/3 of the entire 
council and look forwarding to meeting with more councillors in the future. In terms of our external 
memberships in advocacy organizations, the Board of Directors agreed with our Executive’s recommendation 
to reaffirm membership with UCRU, and to start the de-federation process with the Canadian Federation of 
Students. We have since launched a campaign to begin the defederation process. In terms of events on 
campus, UMSU partnered with the Commerce Students Association in bringing in Devon Brooks and Shea 
Emry as a part of our UMSU Speaker Series. They discussed important issues such as mental health and sexual 
violence and the event was a great success. In addition to Devon Brooks and Shea Emry, UMSU welcomed 
Indigenous activist and leader Ian Campeau as a part of our UMSU Speaker Series. Mr. Campeau engaged the 
audience on the importance of Indigenous languages and how to move forward with reconciliation. UMSU has 
also scheduled Laverne Cox to come speak to our members on September 18th. We are very excited to 
welcome her to the University of Manitoba and hear her inspiring speech which will touch upon her personal 
experience of being a transgender woman of colour. We also hosted Monique Heart from RuPaul’s Drag Race 
for our drag show fundraiser and the event was a big success. 
 
Past/Ongoing Work 
 

1. Flexible Parking Pass  
I worked with Parking Services this year to survey students on what days they would 
like to park on campus if a flex parking pass was brought in. I’m pleased to announce 
that parking services has committed to do a pilot program in September for flex 
parking. It will most likely look like a Monday-Wednesday-Friday or Tuesday-Thursday 
pass. We are still waiting for prices and details to be announced. 

2. Drag Show Fundraiser 

We partnered with RSAC this year to bring Monique Heart from RuPaul’s Drag Race to 
campus and other local queens to campus and it was a great event. 

3. Canadian Federation of Students 

We recommended to our Board on our November 29th meeting to defederate from 
the Canadian Federation of Students and we were pleased to see the Board pass our 
motion to begin the defederation process by an overwhelming majority. We are 
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currently in the signature gathering stage to trigger a referendum on membership for 
the 2019-2020 school year. 

4. Undergraduates of Canadian Research Intensive Universities 

I have worked with UCRU this year on our federal lobbying efforts to increase 
undergraduate research opportunities, maintain fair dealing for educational materials 
and several other advocacy priorities. I’m also the current chair of the Formalization 
working group and have been having calls with member schools to determine how we 
should move forward in formalizing UCRU. 

5. Provincial Lobbying 

This year Jakob and I have met with multiple Members of the Legislature to discuss 
student issues, specifically interest free loans and the universities operating grant. We 
stressed that the government should maintain interest free loans, as well as increase 
the operating grant for the university. We have seen continuous cuts to the operating 
grants in recent years, and this forces the university to raise tuition as the cuts 
generally almost exactly mirror the amount that tuition raises. This creates a scenario 
where students are receiving a worse education yet are paying more for their tuition. 
We stressed this to both the Education Minister and Finance Minister. We were 
pleased to see the government not remove interest free loans but were very 
disappointed to see another cut in the operating grant in this year’s 2019 provincial 
budget. We are currently awaiting the universities budget and have been encouraging 
the administration to keep any tuition raise as low as possible. 

6. U-Pass 

This year UMSU has been in negotiations with Winnipeg Transit to renew our U-Pass 
agreement and have been hoping to negotiate a summer U-Pass. Over 10,000 
students remain on campus during the summer and we see this is a great expansion 
opportunity for the program. We have begun to start meeting with city councilors to 
explain the benefits of a summer U-Pass program in hopes that this will encourage 
Winnipeg Transit to negotiate this new expanded program.  

7. Virtual Student ID’s 

I have begun meeting with university administration officials to bring virtual student 
ID’s to the University of Manitoba. Other universities have begun to implement this 
feature, which has allowed students to use this virtual card to pay for their food, use 
laundry services, access the gym, and enter residences and numerous other services. I 
have been working with incoming Vice President Community Engagement on this 
project as my term will be ending May 1 and we expect this project to take some time 
to get off the ground. 

8. UMSU Press 

UMSU will soon be publishing a new advocacy and new pages on our website that will 
highlight what UMSU does in terms of advocacy. This page will better update our 
membership on what the organization is doing as well as provide commentary from 
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Executives on events and news that effects our membership. I hope to have this 
launched by the end of my term. 

9. Speaker Series 

I have been working with our events staff this year on bringing exciting speakers to 
campus for UMSU’s 100th anniversary. We brought in great speakers such as Shea 
Emry, Devon Brooks, Ian Campeau and we are looking forward to hosting Laverne Cox 
in September. We hope to continue this program into the next school year, and 
incoming Vice President Community Engagement Kyra Fanning will take over this 
program and I know she has some exciting things planned for next year. 

10. GPA’s & Office Reno 

This year UMSU began preparation to do a huge renovation of our GPA’s Convenience 
Store as well as the UMSU Offices. I have sat on the construction committee and I’m 
excited to highlight the benefits that these renovations will have to our membership. 
GPA’s Convenience Store will almost be doubled in size, allowing us to increase the 
offerings that we sell and potentially expand into healthier products. Construction is 
currently on schedule for both projects, and we hope to see GPA’s reopen by early 
August and having the new merged Answers and Front Desk open for September, 
creating a smoother experience for students for when they need assistance from 
UMSU.  

11. Next Generation Web Experience 

This year I have sat on the Next Generation Web Experience Project Board that has 
been reviewing the progress on the new version of the University of Manitoba’s 
website. We are pleased to see the university redo their website as we have heard 
from students how frustrating the current website is to use.  

 
Conferences Attended: 

1. Post-Secondary Education Partnership: Alcohol Harms – Dec 11th-13th  
2. Undergraduates of Canadian Research Intensive Universities – Dec 2nd-8th  

 
 


