Election/Referendum
Complaint Form
FOR OFFICE USE ONLY
Date and Time Received:

Complaint #

February 26, 1:20 pm

2020-007

Staff Initials

All complaints must be submitted to the CRO, using this form, within 48 hours of the alleged breach.
Contact the CRO at cro@umsu.ca or 204-391-2358. Submissions preferred via email.
Complainant name

Riley Shannon

Complaining email address

shannonr@myumanitoba.ca

Date and time of incident

Tuesday February 25, 2020 2:00 pm

Specific section(s) of the Election
Rules that are alleged to have
been breached

ERM-Section XXIV, subsection 3. “Campaigning is
restricted to Members of the Union, and no one who is not a
Member of the Union may campaign, with the exception of
UMSU Officers and Staff campaigning for a Councilendorsed Side at the direction of Executive Committee.”
Candidate Nomination Package -Section 8, subsection c,d.
“C. All Campaign Volunteers and Campaign Managers must
be Members of the Union. Third party volunteers are not
permitted.
D. People found to be Campaigning on behalf of and at the
direction of any Candidate, Slate or Side while not being on
the volunteer list may result in penalties for the Candidate,
Slate or Side for which they are Campaigning up to and
including disqualification.”

Specific Slate, Candidate or
Referendum Side that is alleged
to be in breach

Chimdi Chijioke – Our UMSU

Specific facts which, if proved,
constitute a breach.
(Continue on separate page as
necessary.)

Attached is photographic evidence of a non-university of
Manitoba student campaigning and supporting Chimdi for
her executive position and Our UMSU via social media.
Social media is a key marketing tool for this campaign, and
individuals who receive endorsements via the community at
large rather than members of UMSU, may end up garnering
unfair levels of support due to these endorsements.
This is a clear and flagrant violation of the rules, and any
inaction would reflect poorly on the integrity of the system
that maintains fairness within the electoral process.
While we understand that it may be argued that this was a
“mistake” or that Chimdi was “unaware” of the situation, the
reality is she and the slate would have been notified of who
“mentioned” them in the Instagram story displaying support.
Therefore, it is clear that this was an intentional attempt to
circumvent the campaign rules.

Evidence of these facts.
(Continue on separate page as
necessary.)

.

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF RETURNING OFFICER
University of Manitoba Students’ Union

Ruling Form
Ruling #

2020-006

Date and time ruling posted

Thursday February 27, 2020 @ 1:30 pm

Deadline to appeal (48
hours from posting)
Concerning Complaint #

Saturday February 29, 2020 @ 1:30 pm

2020-007

Summary of the allegation
UMSU For you has alleged that Chimdi Chijioke, candidate for Our UMSU, had a thirdparty endorsement and a volunteer not a member of the Union.

Summary of the parties to
the complaint
Does the CRO have
jurisdiction?

Our UMSU, UMSU For You

Yes

Applicable Election Rules

ERM-Section XXIV, subsection 3. “Campaigning is restricted to Members of
the Union, and no one who is not a Member of the Union may campaign, with
the exception of UMSU Officers and Staff campaigning for a Council-endorsed
Side at the direction of Executive Committee.”
Candidate Nomination Package -Section 8, subsection c,d.
“C. All Campaign Volunteers and Campaign Managers must be Members of the
Union. Third party volunteers are not permitted.
D. People found to be Campaigning on behalf of and at the direction of any
Candidate, Slate or Side while not being on the volunteer list may result in
penalties for the Candidate, Slate or Side for which they are Campaigning up to
and including disqualification.”

Finding of facts

1) UMSU For You provided photographic evidence of the alleged volunteer
endorsing Chimdi on their Instagram story. Within the story itself,
Chimdi’s account is tagged, suggesting that the candidate would have
seen the post.
2) UMSU For You provides photographic evidence between an UMSU For
You Candidate and the alleged volunteer having a conversation on
Instagram. In that conversation, the alleged volunteer states that they
just recently immigrated to Canada and is not yet a student of the
University of Manitoba.
3) UMSU For you provides the posts with time stamps, indicating the time
each post was made.
4) In response to the complaint, Our UMSU stated the following: Thank you
for your patience as we gather information and evidence to counter this
complaint. As of 7:02 PM of February 26, 2020, I have spoken and
consulted with the accused candidate, Chimdi Chijioke, to gather
information and hear her side of the story. Her statement is as follows:
“After going through the information and evidence provided by the
complainant from the slate, UMSU For You, I thoroughly reject their
claim that I was engaged in third-party campaigning. While I
acknowledge that there is evidence that the person found to have
reposted my stories from Instagram is not a current UMSU member, our
slate and I are under the impression that volunteers and/or individuals
are only to be added to our volunteer list IF and only IF we had

interacted with their post and/or endorsement. I find no such credibility to
this claim and that this was the case in this matter.”
On behalf of our campaign mate and our slate, Our UMSU, I find this to
be an unnecessary complaint about a situation that could very well be
happening to each and every candidate who is running in this year’s
elections. To further my point and as an example, I am sure that every
candidate has received and garnered support from our friends and family
members beyond the UMSU community, especially during this stressful
time. At no point that the election season should be reason to ignore
these acknowledgements and not respond in a private manner that does
not completely disregard the rules and procedures outlined in the
Election and Referenda Manual. The extent of the UMSU elections
makes this an inevitable situation and challenging for each candidate to
track every single post made by various individuals. I personally find no
grounds that makes this a valid complaint.
Further to this point, the actions of the person found to have reposted
such campaign materials through social media is not affiliated as our
volunteer nor was he instructed to campaign on Chijioke’s or our team’s
behalf. This rejects any references made to any violations under section
8, subsection c and d of the Nomination Package.
Conclusively, our slate and our entire campaign team have tirelessly
strived to take extensive steps that ensures that our actions
acknowledge and respect the rules and regulations outlined in the
Election and Referenda Manual and other University of Manitoba
regulations. We hope and plan to continue to do so.
5) Chijioke did not engage with the post, commenting personally to the
person who shared the post nor sharing the post herself.
6) In looking at Our UMSU’s volunteer list both at the time the complaint
was made and when the ruling was being determined, the Office of the
CRO found that the alleged volunteer was at no time a stated volunteer
for the slate
Ruling on the alleged
breach

Findings:

1) The alleged volunteer at no point was asked by Our UMSU to either volunteer
or endorse the slate. The non-union person decided to endorse Chimdi on
their own accord, with Our UMSU’s permission, and received no interaction at
any point from the slate.
2) For a violation of Section 8, subsection D of the nominations package, there
requires two stipulations to be met: the volunteer in question must campaign
for the slate, and the campaigning must be at the direction of the slate. If
these two qualifiers are not met, the rule is not breached.

Penalty assigned
The Office of the CRO assigns:
1. Chimdi Chijioke – No Penalty

