
Constitution of The Organization of
Physics Undergraduate Students

Article I: The Organization

Section I - Official Name

The official name of this group is the Organization of Physics Undergraduate
Students (hereafter referred to as “OPUS”).

Section II - Composition of Executive

The officers of OPUS shall make up the Executive Board of OPUS, hereafter
referred to as the “Executive”.

Section III - Compliance with UMSU’s Policies and
Procedures

OPUS shall follow all bylaws, policies, and procedures of the University of
Manitoba Students’ Union (UMSU), and in particular those found in the
UMSU Student Clubs Policies and Procedures document.

Further, each and every member of OPUS shall adhere to and follow UMSU’s
seven guiding student conduct principles, namely:

● To practice personal and academic integrity;
● To respect the dignity and individuality of all persons;
● To respect the rights and property of others;
● To take responsibility for one’s own personal and academic

commitments;
● To contribute to our community for fair, cooperative and honest inquiry

and learning;
● To respect and strive to learn from differences in people, ideas, and

opinions;
● To refrain from and discourage behaviours which threaten the freedom

and respect that others deserve.
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Article II: Purpose

Section I - OPUS Mandate

The purpose of OPUS is 1) to provide a support network for undergraduate physics
students, 2) to promote interest in the study of physics, both within the student
body and within the general populace, and 3) provide opportunities for members to
gather, study, and socialize. The Executive shall facilitate the coordination of OPUS
in order for the group to carry out the above purpose.

Article III: Membership

Section I - Eligibility

Membership in OPUS is open to anyone with an interest in physics. At all times, at
least 2/3 of the group’s members must be registered undergraduate students at
the University of Manitoba (hereafter referred to as the “U of M”).

Section II - Member Privileges

OPUS members are entitled to use of the OPUS space and facilities, as well as
participation in OPUS-related events.

Section III -  Physics Help Centre and Study Desks

Members who have 1) completed at least 6 credit hours of 1000 level physics
classes, 2) have completed, or are enrolled in, at least 9 credit hours of 2000 level or
higher physics classes, and 3) are registered undergraduate students of the U of M,
are eligible for a study desk in the OPUS space.

In order to qualify for a desk, members must 1) spend at least 1 hour per week
tutoring in the Physics Help Centre, and 2) contribute at least 3 hours of
volunteer work to OPUS-related initiatives. Of the contributed volunteer hours,
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at least 2 must be used for the various first year Physics Exam Prep Sessions
held throughout the year. Any exceptions to these requirements must be
approved by the Director of Student Affairs.

Members who have been assigned a study desk are entitled to a key to the OPUS
space, so that they may access it at any time. If there are not enough keys
available, assignment of available keys is at the discretion of the acting Executive. If
for any reason a member’s desk is revoked or forfeited, the keys must be returned
immediately to the office of the Department of Physics and Astronomy (hereafter
referred to as the “Department”). Desks may be revoked if the requirements
outlined above are not being met.

Article IV: The Executive

Section I - Executive Positions

The officers of OPUS are the President, the Vice-President, the Treasurer, the
Director of Student Affairs, the Secretary, and the Communications Director.
Together, these six (6) officers constitute the Executive.

Section II  - Duties of Executive Officers

The duties of the OPUS Executive Officers are:

President:

1) facilitate meetings of the Executive, and regular OPUS members,

2) represent OPUS to the U of M and general public, if necessary, and

3) ensure that other members of the Executive are fulfilling the duties of their
positions.

Vice-President:
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1) coordinate the annual Canadian Association of Physics (hereafter referred to as
“CAP”) guest lecture,

2) introduce the speaker from CAP,

3) chair meetings if, for any reason, the President is unable to attend, and

4) ensure that OPUS activities/initiatives are proceeding smoothly.

Treasurer:

1) to maintain a record of OPUS purchases and income,

2) administrate the bank account associated with OPUS, and

3) coordinate the sale or purchase of any merchandise or product, such as, but not
limited to, equipment, supplies, books, et cetera, in the event that such transactions
take place.

Director of Student Affairs:

1) administrate the Physics Help Centre, including creating schedules, and ensuring
members are present during their assigned time slots,

2) mediate disputes between OPUS members if the disputes pertain to actions
taking place in OPUS space or during OPUS activities,

3) ensure that members follow the regulations laid out in this document, and

4) assist the Treasurer in any sales or purchases, should the Treasurer request
help.

Secretary:

1) maintain a record of meeting minutes,

2) generate and distribute copies of an agenda to relevant members prior to a
meeting,

3) schedule and secure the use of rooms at the U of M for cram sessions no later
than 3 weeks before the respective cram session date(s), and

4) maintain an organized drive of OPUS files.
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Communications Director:

1) communicate with internal (i.e. within OPUS and the Department) and external
(i.e. Faculty of Science, Physical Plant, etc.) groups through the use of authorized
OPUS emails,

2) maintain an updated OPUS website, and

3) promote OPUS events and cram sessions through posters, emails, or other
appropriate methods.

Section III - Collective Responsibilities of the Executive

Collectively, the Executive is responsible for the following:
1) organizing fundraising events, such as Exam Prep Sessions for first year
students,
2) organizing events and activities, such as Physics Phun Day, to promote
engagement within the physics community, and
3) providing opportunities for physics members to excel in their chosen fields, such
as a bursary.

It is the responsibility of the Executive to provide enough opportunities for members
to fulfill their 3-volunteer-hour obligation (see Article 3, Section 3, Paragraph 2). The
Executive, through fulfilling the above requirements or other activities, may
designate volunteer work related to those activities as eligible hours to fulfill the
3-hour requirement. If, over the course of one year, there are not enough eligible
volunteer hours for all members to meet the 3-hour minimum, then that requirement
of their membership must be waived for that year only. If members are not given at
least 2 weeks notice about volunteer hours, then those hours may not be considered
eligible.

Section IV - Financial Authority

1. OPUS’ Fiscal Year shall run each and every year from May 1st  to April 30th.
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2.  Signing authority for cheques and other financial documents and expenditures
shall be vested in the President and Treasurer. Two signatures are required to
execute each document.

3.  All financial expenditures must be approved by motion at a regular meeting of
OPUS.  Financial expenditures must comply with the purposes set out above in
Article II.

4.  The President is allowed at his or her discretion to spend up to a maximum of fifty
dollars ($50.00) in a year and shall account for this expenditure at the next OPUS
meeting.

Section V - Meetings

The President of OPUS shall call a meeting of the Executive approximately once
per month during the Fall and Winter terms. At least 4 meetings must be held each
year.

At least one meeting each year must be an “open house”, where all members of
OPUS are invited to attend.

The President or Vice President reserves the right to make a meeting private if
he/she feels the meeting will address sensitive content.

Article V: Elections

Section I - Election Dates and Nominee Eligibility

Elections will be held each Winter term before the April exam period to select the

Executive for the following school year. Candidates should be nominated in March,
and elections held approximately two weeks after the initial nominations are held.

Signing authority for the OPUS bank account must be passed on to the
incoming President and Treasurer promptly after the election results are
announced.

6



Only OPUS members who are undergraduate students shall have voting
privileges. Members who are nominated for the election should expect to be
enrolled at the U of M as an undergraduate student in the following year (see
Section III, Paragraph 2).

Section II - Election Protocol

The elections shall adhere to the following rules:

1. Elections shall be held in the style of a ranked ballot. Voters rank the
candidates for each position, with the first rank corresponding to their top
choice.

2. Votes are cast in a concealed envelope in person, along with proof of
OPUS membership (such as a student number) given to the Director of
Student Affairs, to be placed in the election lockbox.

3. The candidate with the most first-rank votes in a given position is awarded
the position.

4. In the event of a tie, the second-rank votes on each ballot are considered. If
one of the tying candidates has more second-rank votes than the other, that
candidate is awarded the position. If both candidates have equal numbers of
second-rank votes, the process is repeated for third-rank votes, and so on, ad
infinitum. If, after counting all ranks, there is still a tie, a second vote is held,
single-choice, between the two tied candidates, within 1 week of the original
election. If after this, both candidates are still tied, they play a best-of- seven
round of rock-paper-scissors for the title, officiated by the Director of Student
Affairs, or another available executive.

5. If one candidate wins several positions, the candidate must be informed
which positions they currently hold and must choose which one to keep. They
may not be told the standings of other candidates in any of the positions.
Once the candidate has chosen, they are awarded that position and become
ineligible for the other positions. Those positions’ ballots are recounted.
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6. The ballots of each election are counted by any current members of the
Executive who are not candidates in the election, and at least one
non-executive OPUS member. This OPUS member must not be running for a
position in the current election. There must be at least 2 people counting
ballots.

7. The results of the election may not be announced until each position has
been awarded.

8. The ballots from each election must be safely stored in a lockbox until the
termination of the following election. After the next election, they may be
destroyed.

Rules about the exchange of power between subsequent Executives
are as follows:

1. The transition of power between the old Executive and the new Executive is to
take place at the end of the Winter school term. Exceptions can be made, so
long as all members of both Executives agree, however, the exchange of power
must happen before the Fall term.

2. Exchanges of power may be postponed indefinitely if OPUS is in a declared
State of Emergency. Only the Dean of Science has the authority to declare a
State of Emergency. It must be declared in writing, with an original signature, and
must be delivered to OPUS in an envelope sealed with a wax press, marked with
the sigil of the Dean.

Section III - Impeachment

Impeachment can occur to an Executive officer if they are negligent in their
duties, and there is a 5/6 vote among the Executive to impeach the officer.

In the event of impeachment, death, withdrawal from enrollment in all
undergraduate programs, or forfeiture of office, the ballots of the most recent
election are recounted with the impeached officer considered ineligible. All rules
regarding ballot counting during an election must be observed.
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Article VI: Amendments to the Constitution

Amendments to this constitution shall be enacted if 4/6 members of the
Executive approve.

When amendments are enacted, all current members of OPUS must be notified
and given a copy (digital or physical) of the amended constitution.
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